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I get immense peace from my fast.   No one need worry about
me.
Blessings from
BAPU
Cm. LAKSHMI
SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM
SABARMATI
From the Gujarat! original: G.W. 5645. Courtesy: Ghhaganlal Gandhi
133.   DISCUSSION WITH SHAUKAT ALP
[September 19, 1924]2
Maulana Shaukat AH came the next day. Maulana Mahomed All had
built much on his coming, for he had fondly hoped that he would probably
shake Gandhiji's resolve. Indeed Gandhiji had promised him that he would
give up the vow if Shaukat or he convinced him that the fast was morally or
in any other way wrong. The long talk with him was however of no avail,
as far as the continuance of the fast was concerned, but it threw even more
light on the inner meaning.
[SHAUKAT ALI:] What have we done, Mahatmaji, to remedy the
situation? Almost nothing! You have been preaching through your paper^
but you have yet undertaken no long journey. Pray travel through the
affected areas and purify the atmosphere. This fast is hardly the way to
fight the wrong,
[GANDHIJI: ] It is for me a pure matter of religion. I looked
around me, and questioned myself, and found that I was powerless.
What could I effect even by means of a long tour? The masses
suspect us today. Pray do not believe that the Hindus in Delhi
fully trust me. They were not unanimous in asking me to arbitrate.
And naturally. There have been murders. How can I hope to
be heard by those who have suffered? I would ask them to forgive
those who have murdered their dearest ones. Who would listen to
me? The Anjuman refuses to listen to Hakimji. When we Were in
the midst of negotiations about their arbitration I heard of Kohat*
I asked myself, "What are you going to do now ?" I am an irrepres-
sible optimist, but I always base my optimism on solid facts. You
are also an irrepressible optimist, but you at times base yours
} Extracted from Mahadev Desai's article, "The Iwaer Meaning of the
Fast"
2 From Navajivan, 28-9-1924